
Zoning Basics for Developing 
an Accessory Dwelling Unit

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
More commonly known as 
granny flats, second units, 
in-law quarters, casita, etc.

Locations Allowed
Only when site is 
developed with one, 
single-family dwelling and 
no other principal uses, or 
principal structures exist.

Review Procedure

Historic Districts

Coastal Zone

All Other

ADU Categories

Covenant
The applicant must provide 
a grant deed dated no 
more than 30 days prior 
to staff’s request for the 
document, documenting 
the ownership of the 
property and any existing 
deed restrictions.

An attached or detached residential dwelling unit which provides complete independent 
living facilities. It includes permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and 
sanitation, and is located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling to which it is 
subordinate, and shall have a separate exterior entrance.

Refer to: Table 31-1 Uses in Residential Zones

• Apply for certificate of appropriateness before building permit submittal.
• Finish certificate of appropriateness process before building permit issuance.

• Apply for a Coastal Permit Categorial Exclusion (CPCE) or Local Coastal Development
Permit (LCDP) as applicable concurrent with building permit submittal.

• CPCE or LCDP permit must be issued before building permit issuance.

Submit building permit application.

Limited ADU

Created solely from the existing floor area 
of the primary dwelling unit or accessory 
structure in a single-family zone as 
indicated in Table 31-1 of Title 21 of Long 
Beach Municipal Code (LBMC). No addition 
of floor area or expansion of the building 
footprint is allowed when creating a 
limited ADU.

Conforming ADU

1. Construction of new floor area whether
to create or expand the ADU.

2. The lot is located in a permitted residential
zoning district other than single-family,
whether or not new floor area is constructed.
Note: On lots where an additional principal
dwelling is allowed, a conforming ADU is
not permitted, except that a conforming
ADU may be created through the conversion
of an existing attached or detached
accessory structure.

The property owner must record a covenant and provide proof of recordation prior to 
issuance of building permit. The covenant requires:
1. The property owner must live in either the primary dwelling or ADU.
2. The rental term may not be for a term less than 30 consecutive days.
3. The ADU may not be sold separately from the primary residence.
4. All required on-site parking shall remain available for the residents.
5. The ADU shall be removed at the expense of the property owner upon violation of LBMC

Section 21.51.276 or upon cessation of the primary land use as a single-family dwelling,
including, but not limited to, addition of another principal dwelling unit, or upon a request
by any government agency to remove or vacate the structure due to coastal hazards.

For more information on ADUs in Long Beach, visit: longbeach.gov/lbds/planning/adus/ 

City Council Ordinance 19-008 and 17-0031, Effective January 20, 2018, and amended April 23, 2019.

http://longbeach.gov/lbds/planning/adus/


Zoning Basics for Developing an Accessory Dwelling Unit
Limited ADU

N/A

4,800 sq. ft.

27 ft.

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

1 parking space. B

Same as existing number of spaces.

Conforming ADU

4,800 sq. ft.

4,800 sq. ft.

27 ft.

Same as zoning district.

Same as zoning district.

Equal to 30% of the gross floor area of the ADU.
Note: The ADU open space is in addition to the open space required for a principal 
dwelling. If the open space for the primary dwelling is nonconforming, additional 
usable open space shall be provided to meet the minimum requirement.

Same as zoning district.

Same as zoning district, or 5 ft., whichever is less.

Same as zoning district.

Same as zoning district.

Same as zoning district.

Lot Standards

Minimum Lot Size

Within Costal Zone

Outside Coastal Zone

Minimum Lot Width

Minimum Lot Coverage

Floor Area Ratio

Minimum Usabel Open Space

Unit Size Requirements

Maximum Unit Size

Minimum Unit Size

Setbacks

Front Yard

Side Yard

Rear Yard

    Attached ADU

    Detatched ADU

Height

Parking

Parking for ADU

Parking for Primary Dwelling

Other

50% of GFA of the primary dwelling, or 800 sq. ft., whichever is less. A

Refer to LBMC Section 21.51.276

• Exterior changes shall be architecturally compatible with existing structures. When a garage is converted the garage door shall be removed and
designed to include compatible architectural details and finishes.

• Second-story ADUs shall be designed to lessen the view onto adjacent lots including orienting an entrance away from a propertyline, use of
obscured glazing, window placement above eye level, and screen walls. In the coastal zone, a second-story ADU shall be designed to preserve
public view of the beach, bay, ocean or tidelands from public areas.

• When a garage is converted to an ADU, a landscape area with a depth between 18 and 36 inches shall be provided in the area adjacent to where
the garage door is eliminated — see LBMC Section 21.51.276.D.3.d for exceptions.

• One street tree (24-inch box min.) shall be provided for each 25 feet of property length adjoining the right-of-way.

A For a site with a primary dwelling less than 1,280 sq. ft. in size a maximum ADU of 640 sq. ft. may be allowed subject to all other standards.
B Exempt from parking requirement when ADU is: 1) within one-half mile of public transit; 2) within an architecturally and historically significant 
district; 3) part of the proposed or existing primary residence or an existing accessory structure 4) within one block of a ride share.

Note: This document is only a general summary of zoning standards, provided for the convenience of the public. ADUs must comply with all 
applicable codes, laws, and regulations, including, but not limited to, the City’s Zoning Regulations, Building Code, Fire Codes, and Impact Fees.

This information is available in alternative format by request at (562) 570-3807. 
For an electronic version of this information, visit our website at longbeach.gov/lbds.
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